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教 案（首页）

课程名称 英美概况
授课

专业
英语专业

班

级

授课方式 课堂讲授（√） 实践课（ ） 考核方式 考试（√） 考查（ ）

课程类别

必修课 公共必修课（ ） 专业必修课（√）

选修课 公共选修课（ ） 专业限选课（ ） 专业任选课（ ）

课程总学时 36 周学时 2

学时分配 课堂讲授 36 学时；实践课 学时

教 学

目 标

通过本课程的学习，让学生了解英美国家地理、历史、政治、经济、

社会、文化和生活等方面的知识；同时通过课文的阅读，提高学生对社

会与文化类英语读物的阅读能力，学会用英语进行相关的交谈、讨论，

并培养学生正确分析认识有关英美国家问题的能力，并能以正确的眼光

分析看待问题。

使用教材

教材名称 《英美文化基础教程》

编（著）者 朱永涛

出版社及出版时间 外语教学与研究出版社 1991年

指定参考书

《英美文化基础教程学习手册》 外语教学于研究出版社 1991年版

《当代英国概况》上海外语教育出版社 2003年版

《当代美国概况》上海外语教育出版社 2003年版

《英语专八冲击波系列之人文知识》大连理工大学出版社 2010年版



教 案

周 次 第 周，第 次课 授课时间 201 年 月 日

授课章节 3. The Form of Government

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√） 实践课（ ） 教学时数 2

授

课

要

点

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

In this unit, students are expected to learn the following key points:
 a general knowledge of America’s political cultural features
 political principle of American: checks and balances
 the division of powers in America
 the Presidential Election in America

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

Key Points of Teaching:
 a general knowledge of America’s political cultural features
 political principle of American: checks and balances

Difficult Points of Teaching:
The division of powers in America

思考题

或

作 业

完成《英美文化基础教程学习手册》美国部分第三章的相关练习题



教学内容与组织安排

I. Lead-in
 Review the establishment of the United States of America (focus on the difficulties

and heavy casualties)
 Why a new nation?
 What are the national spirits of America?

II. The Political Culture in America
1. American Dream/Ideology

1 Civic duty: citizens have the responsibility to understand and support the
government, participate in elections, pay taxes, and perform military service.

2 Opposition to Political corruption.
3 Democracy: The government is answerable to citizens, who may change the

representatives through elections.
4 Equality before the law: The laws should attach no special privilege to any citizen.

Government officials are subject to the law just as others are.
5 Freedom of religion: The government can neither support nor suppress religion.
6 Freedom of speech: The government cannot restrict through law or action the

personal, non-violent speech of a citizen; a marketplace of ideas.

2. The original thirteen colonies

1 “The empire on which the sun never sets”
② Uniqueness: the American colonies were exceptional in world context because of

the growth of representation of different interest groups. Unlike Europe, where the
royal court, aristocratic families and the established church were in control, the
American political culture was open to merchants, landlords, petty farmers, artisans,
Anglicans, Presbyterians, Quakers, Germans, Scotch Irish, Yankees, Yorkers, and
many other identifiable groups.

III. The Political Principles in America

1. Checks and balances
often imprecisely used interchangeably with the trias politica principle, is a model



for the governance of a state (or who controls the state). The model was first
developed in Ancient Greece and Rome. Under this model, the state is divided into
branches, each with separate and independent powers and areas of responsibility so
that no branch has more power than the other branches. The normal division of
branches is into a legislature, an executive, and a judiciary.

2. Division of powers

① Origin: The term is ascribed to French Enlightenment political philosopher Baron de
Montesquieu. Montesquieu described division of political power among alegislature,
an executive, and a judiciary. He based this model on the Constitution of the Roman
Republic and the British constitutional system. Montesquieu took the view that the
Roman Republic had powers separated so that no one could usurp complete power.
In the British constitutional system, Montesquieu perceived a separation of powers
among the monarch, Parliament, and the courts of law. Subsequent writers have
noted that this was misleading, because the United Kingdom had a very closely
connected legislature and executive, with further links to the judiciary (though
combined with judicial independence).

② In details: Like the federal government, state governments have three branches:
executive, legislative, and judicial. The chief executive of a state is its popularly
elected governor, who typically holds office for a four-year term (although in some
states the term is two years). Except for Nebraska, which has unicameral legislature,
all states have a bicameral legislature, with the upper house usually called the Senate
and the lower house called the House of Representatives, the House of Delegates,
Assembly or something similar. In most states, senators serve four-year terms, and
members of the lower house serve two-year terms.

The constitutions of the various states differ in some details but generally follow a
pattern similar to that of the federal Constitution, including a statement of the rights
of the people and a plan for organizing the government. However, state constitutions
are generally more detailed.

3. Political parties

① The modern political party system in the United States is a two-party system
dominated by the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. These two parties
have won every United States presidential election since 1852 and have controlled
the United States Congress since 1856. The Democratic Party generally positions
itself as left-of-center in American politics and supports a modern American liberal
platform, while the Republican Party generally positions itself as right-of-center and
supports a modern American conservative platform.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_philosopher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_de_Secondat,_baron_de_Montesquieu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_de_Secondat,_baron_de_Montesquieu


② Third parties have achieved relatively minor representation from time to time at
national and state levels. The Libertarian Party is the largest third party in the
country, claiming more than 250,000 registered voters; it generally positions itself as
centrist or radical centrist and supports a classical liberal position. Other third parties
today include the Green Party, supporting Green politics, and the right-wing
Constitution Party.

IV. The Constitution of US
1. General introduction:

The United States Constitution is the shortest written constitution in the world with
just seven articles and 27 amendments. As well as its brevity, the US Constitution is
notable for being a remarkably stable document. The first ten amendments were all
carried in 1789 - the same year as the original constitution - and are collectively
known as the Bill of Rights. If one accepts that these first 10 amendments were in
effect part of the original constitutional settlement, there have only been 17
amendments in over 200 years (the last substantive one - reduction of the voting age
to 18 - in 1971).

2. Interpretation:

Since the Constitution is so old and so difficult to change, for it to be meaningful to
contemporary society it requires interpretation by the courts and ultimately it is the
Supreme Court which determines what the Constitution means. There are very
different approaches to the interpretation of the Constitution with the two main
strands of thought being known as originalism and the Living Constitution.

V. Presidential Election
1. President:

① The President is both the head of state and the head of government, as well as the
military commander-in-chief and chief diplomat. He presides over the executive
branch of the federal government, a vast organisation numbering about 4 million
people, including 1 million active-duty military personnel. Within the executive
branch, the President has broad constitutional powers to manage national affairs and

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_Party_(United_States)


the workings of the federal government and he may issue executive orders to affect
internal policies.

② The President may sign or veto legislation passed by Congress and has the power
to recommend measures to Congress. The Congress may override a presidential veto
but only by a two-thirds majority in each house.

③ The President is elected for a fixed term of four years and may serve a maximum
of two terms. Originally there was no constitutional limit on the number of terms
that a President could serve in office and the first President George Washington set
the precedent of serving simply two terms. Following the election of Franklin D
Roosevelt to a record four terms, it was decided to limit terms to two and the
relevant constitutional amendment was enacted in 1951.

2. General election:

The total Electoral College vote is 538. This means that, to become President, a
candidate has to win at least 270 electoral votes. The voting system awards the
Electoral College votes from each state to delegates committed to vote for a certain
candidate in a "winner take all" system, with the exception of Maine and Nebraska
(which award their Electoral College votes according to Congressional Districts
rather than for the state as a whole). In practice, most states are firmly Democrat -
for instance, California and New York - or firmly Republican - for instance, Texas
and Tennessee. Therefore, candidates concentrate their appearances and resources on
the so-called "battleground states", those that might go to either party. The three
largest battleground or swing states are Florida (29 votes), Pennsylvania (20) and
Ohio (18). Others are Virginia (13), Wisconsin (10), Colorado (9), Iowa (6) and
Nevada (6).

3. Presidential election in 2012:



教 学 后 记

本章教学过程主要存在以下问题：

1. 本章知识较杂乱，系统性不强，容易造成枯燥和学生被动学习的状态；

2. 学生课前准备不足，没有及时预习教材上的相关内容，导致学习被动，学习

后的遗忘率高；

3. 学生上课积极性不足，本章参与性相对较低

4. 学生课后没有及时复习，相关知识很快遗忘。

解决措施：

5. 教师在课前备课中应更多的研究教材，并不一定按照教材顺序和内容讲授，

而是应合理安排重难点，对于一些非重点内容应有所取舍；

6. 督促学生课前做好足够的预习，课堂应努力增加趣味性和学生参与性，提高

学生的学习兴趣；

7. 及时监督学生完成一定的课后作业，使学生能够及时有效地复习所学知识。

填写说明：

1、教案封面和首页每门课程按授课学期填写，只填一页。

2、教案内容（第 3、4页）按授课次数或周次填写，平行班教学教案只填写一份。

3、表中（ ）选项请打“√”；其中“授课方式”一栏可复选，即如果此门课程

既有课堂讲授又有实践课时复选。

4、“指定参考书”栏，请依次列出参考书名称、编（著）者、出版社及出版时

间。

5、请按照表格中所显示的字体格式填写，封面用“宋体，小三”，正文中文用“宋

体，小四”，英文用 Times New Roman字体。

6、表格间距可以调整，可另加附页。


